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fatherless, as he sometimes Is, his public apartments are also besieged with suppliants in various forms, who come to pour their tales of woe into his sympathetic ears. Parish gossips are also free to come and go whenever they like and exchange the news of an evening. The Lambardar generally keeps half a dozen smoking pipes and hukkas in order that his guests might smoke while the conversation is flagging, and pretend the indifference associated with smoking when the conversation Is at its most Interesting stage. Any fakirs, or religious ascetics, passing through the village, are also sure of finding a ready hospitality in the Lambardar's public apartments.
Besides these he has his private house. Let us, with his permission, enter It, as it In a measure represents the houses of the whole village, although on a grander scale than the average. The general plan Is that of a courtyard, surrounded by buildings on all the four sides. The front side is that in which the public apartments are; the three other sides contain the private apartments. The courtyard is quite open to the rays of the sun by day, and of the moon or stars by night; and these luminaries truly represent to the simple villagers as much actuality as any of the things they see in their daily life. Round the courtyard on three sides are grouped together a number of what might be called inner-rooms. Some of them are used as store-rooms, some of them as stables for the cattle, and occasionally for the